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“  Vote  those  Tories  out ,  boys , 

Vole^  those  Tories  out , 

Britain  doesn’t  want  them — 

Vote  those  Tories  out ! 

On  July  5  we  sack  the  lot, 

Make  them  ( also  ran  \ 

We  choose  Labour — we  choose  PRITT, 
For  he’s  our  6  Labour  ’  man  !  ” 


North  Hammersmith  Election  Song,  1945 


IT’S  a  long;  time  since  we  were  all  singing  that  merry  little  song, 
but  I  think  that  our  experience  of  the  two  years  that  have  passed 
since  the  General  Election  has  convinced  nearly  everybody  that 
the  Tories  are  unfit  to  govern,  and  that  if  they  had  been  in  power 
we  would  be  in  a  far  worse  state  than  we  are. 

But  to  get  rid  of  Tory  rule  was  only  half  the  battle  ;  we  had  to 
build  a  new  country  in  the  face  of  all  sorts  of  difficulties.  We  were 
confident  that  with  a  Labour  Government  we  could  surmount  every 
difficulty. 

To-day  we  have  to  recognise  that  that  Government,  however 
superior  it  may  be  to  any  possible  Tory  Government,  and  whatever 
achievements  it  has  to  its  credit,  has  disappointed  us  in  some  ways. 
Above  all,  when — partly  because  of  the  results  of  our  foreign  policy 
and  still  more  through  the  pressure  of  anti-Socialist  American  bosses— 
the  crisis  arrived  in  the  late  summer,  it  M  as  clear  that  the  Government 
had  not  prepared  sufficiently  to  meet  it,  and  was  unwilling  to  adopt 
the  true  remedies  of  reducing  the  armed  forces  and  bringing  scores  of 
thousands  of  men  back  to  productive  work,  and  of  developing  trade 
with  Eastern  European  countries  which  don’t  need  to  be  paid  in 
dollars. 


WHAT  IS  TO  BE  DONE? 


There  is  no  question  of  turning  to  the  Tories  for  a  remedy  ;  they 
have  no  policy  but  to  cut  wages,  cut  social  services,  and  in  general 
to  get  back  as  near  as  possible  to  the  old  pre-war  system  of  uncon¬ 
trolled  private  enterprise  that  lay  at  the  root  of  all  our  miseries  in  the 
'thirties,  and  indeed  of  the  war  itself.  What  we  have  to  do  is  to 
support  the  Government,  to  get  rid  of  its  unsatisfactory  elements  and 
policies,  and  to  use  all  our  strength  to  set  it  on  the  true  Socialist  path. 
We  don’t  want  more  American  loans  with  “strings”  to  them;  we 
don’t  want  a  coalition  ;  and  we  don’t  want  “  sacrifices  ”  which  fall 
on  the  workers  alone.  We  want  a  programme  that  will  inspire  all  of 
us  in  a  drive  for  production  under  working-class  control,  and  replace 
the  old  Tory  idea  of  “  the  spur  of  unemployment  ”  by  the  spur  of  real 
confidence  in  building  ourselves  a  Socialist  Britain. 

We  know  we  can  do  it.  We  know  that  we  are  at  least  as  good  as 
anybody  else  on  earth,  and  we  know  that  we  can  pull  through  without 
Churchills  and  Wooltons.  We  must  and  will  strengthen  and  improve 
our  own  Labour  Government  and  direct  its  work  into  the  best  channels. 


LABOUR  IN  NORTH  HAMMERSMITH 

What  happens  locally  is  of  great  importance  to  ns  all,  too.  How 
do  we  stand  in  this  ? 

We  have  100  per  cent.  Labour  representation  on  the  L.C.C.  and  the 
Borough  Council  (South  Hammersmith  is  almost  100  per  cent.  too). 

We  have  a  terrible  housing  situation  both  in  our  own  cramped  area 
and  in  our  share  of  the  L.C.C.’s  wider  building  ;  and  we  have  many 
other  local  problems. 

In  as  good  a  constituency  as  this,  the  great  mass  of  Labour  voters 
ought  to  be  taking  an  active  interest  in  these  important  local  problems, 
seeing  that  the  housing  programme  goes  ahead,  that  what  houses  there 
are  are  fairly  allotted,  that  nursery  accommodation  is  increased  and 
fully  utilised,  and  that  all  the  other  varied  and  important  duties  of  the 
Borough  Council  are  properly  carried  out.  But  in  truth  most  people 
take  little  part  in  this  work  ;  and  the  reason  lies  largely  in  the  fact 
that  in  this  splendid  constituency — where,  for  example,  the  Labour 
vote  at  the  last  General  Election  exceeded  the  Tory  vote  by  200  per 
cent,  instead  of  by  10  per  cent,  as  in  1935 — the  Divisional  Labour 
Party  is  one  of  the  smallest,  most  inactive,  and  most  undemocratic  in 
the  country. 

KEEPING  THE  PARTY  DOWN 

The  main  cause  of  this  is  the  hostility  of  two  or  three  influential 
members  of  this  Labour  Party  to  myself.  In  spite  of  the  election 
result,  which  gave  me  18,845  votes  against  3,165  for  their  official 
candidate,  this  little  clique  still  refuses  to  accept  as  an  individual^ 
member  of  the  Party  anyone  even  suspected  of  supporting  me  (that 
is,  roughly  six  out  of  every  seven  Labour  voters),  and  refuses  even  to 
permit  in  its  infrequent  meetings  any  resolution  on  the  question  of 
my  readmission  to  the  Labour  Party. 

This  silly  attitude  not  merely  keeps  the  Divisional  Labour  Party 
small  and  unrepresentative  ;  it  means  in  practice  that  86  per  cent, 
of  the  Labour  voters  are  debarred  from  playing  an  active  part  in  local 
Labour  affairs.  We  cannot  afford  such  waste  of  ability  ;  apart  from 
the  loss  of  the  services  of  some  of  these  men  and  women  as  councillors, 
any  Council  with  an  overwhelming  majority  can  only  be  kept  up  to 
scratch  if  it  has  an  active,  critical,  and  genuinely  representative  party 
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behind  it.  North  Hammersmith  has  no  such  party  ;  the  present 
Party  recruits  scarcely  any  new  members,  holds  very  few  meetings, 
gives  no  lead  to  the  constituency,  and  has  until  recently  lived  on  the 
proceeds  of  football  pools,  which  are  profitable  rather  than  political. 
It  is,  moreover,  largely  divorced  from  the  fine  body  of  local  trade 
unionists,  since  union  branches,  even  when  they  are  affiliated  to  the 
D.L.P.,  often  do  not  trouble  to  send  delegates  to  what  they  look  on 
as  a  lifeless  and  undemocratic  body. 

This  is  dangerous.  In  the  serious  times  ahead  we  need  a  real  live 
Labour  Party  in  this  constituency,  a  party  in  which  all  of  us  can  work 
and  fight.  We  cannot  afford  to  despise  Tory  propaganda,  which 
blames  Labour  for  every  difficulty  and  shortage.  We  must  unite  our 
forces  and  use  all  our  strength. 

What  can  we  do  to  mend  the  position  ? 

THE  LABOUR  PARTY  AND  MYSELF 

I  must  tell  you  a  little  of  my  own  position.  You  wall  remember 
that  at  the  election  I  promised  to  renew  my  application  for  readmission 
to  the  Labour  Party — already  strongly  supported  by  the  trade  unions 
and  by  my  constituents  generally — as  soon  as  I  was  re-elected.  I 
did  so  ;  and  I  think  most  people  expected  the  National  Executive  to 
say  :  “  Well,  we  w^ere  wrong.  We  see  your  constituency  is  over¬ 

whelmingly  in  your  favour.  Come  back  and  help  us  in  our  work." 

But  they  did  not.  They  took  nine  months  to  arrive  at  any  decision  ; 
and  both  then  and  on  various  later  occasions  on  which  they  have  had 
the  matter  before  them  they  rejected  the  application,  without  even 
giving  any  reason  except  that  “  there  is  nothing  in  your  political 
position  which  affords  a  suitable  basis  for  membership  of  the  Labour 
Party.” 

You  don’t  believe  that,  do  you  ?  You  knew'  me  pretty  well  already 
when  you  gave  me  nearly  19,000  votes  just  because  you  looked  on  me 
as  a  good  Labour  man  and  wanted  me  back  in  the  Party  of  Avhich  I 
have  been  a  loyal  member  for  over  20  years.  And  there  is  plenty  of 
evidence  that  the  support  for  me  and  the  demand  for  my  readmission 
to  the  Party  is  as  strong  as  ever.  Take,  as  just  one  example,  the 
Delegate  Conference  of  Trade  Unions  and  other  organisations  held 
last  March,  when  34  delegates  from  23  organisations,  representing  8,175 
organised  workers,  was  once  again  agreed  on  pressing  this  demand. 

Continued  on  page  0. 
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A  Message  from  Mrs.  Pritl. 


Dear  Friends. 

IN  THE  HOUSE.  Since  you  re-elected  my  husband  as  your 
M.P.  in  July,  1945,  he  has  worked  harder  than  ever  to  look  after 
your  interests.  His  attendance  record  at  the  House  of  Commons, 
all-night  sittings  included,  is  as  good  as  that  of  any  M.P.,  and  his 
support  of  the  Government,  by  speech  and  vote,  has  earned  him 
the  grateful  (unofficial)  thanks  of  the  Whips.  He  has  only  criticised 
policy  publicly  when  he  felt  he  must  do  so. 

He  has  arranged  for  many  constituents  to  listen  to  debates  and 
each  term  has  taken  several  parties  of  Hammersmith  school¬ 
children  over  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  He  has  spoken  126  times 
in  debates,  and  has  asked  174  questions. 

ADVICE  TO  CONSTITUENTS.— An  important  part  of  my 
husband’s  work  is  advising  those  who  live  in  North  Hammersmith 
and  are  in  trouble  of  any  kind.  Nearly  5,000  interviews  have 
been  given  at  his  offices  in  the  last  two  years,  and  some  9,000 
letters  written  to  help  solve  those  problems. 

Bad  housing  problems  are  the  most  desperate  and  least  easily 
remedied  of  the  difficulties  facing  you,  and  my  husband  admires 
the  courage  and  good  temper  with  which  most  of  you  put  up  with 
intolerable  conditions.  He  will  go  on  pressing  the  Government  to 
maintain  the  housing  targets  already  agreed  upon,  and  urging  the 
Borough  and  L.C.C.  to  deal  with  the  most  desperate  cases  quickly 
and  fairly.  Though  housing  cases  take  up  a  great  deal  of  time, 
Mr.  Pritt  also  helps  on  points  about  pensions,  education,  nurseries, 
rent,  divorce,  and  other  legal  problems,  and  many  other  matters 
which  trouble  you.  It  is  through  these  personal  contacts  as  much 
as  anything  else  that  he  keeps  up  his  knowledge  of  what  is  worrying 
the  constituency  and  the  country. 

MEETINGS  IN  HAMMERSMITH.— My  husband  has  held  eight 
“  report-back  ”  meetings  in  the  different  wards.  He  and  I  have 
spoken  to  trade  union  branches,  Co-op.  Women's  Guilds,  Old  Age 
Pensioners,  Tenants’  and  Parents’  Associations,  and  many  others. 
He  attends  the  Borough  Council  meetings  and  functions,  British 
Legion  and  other  ex-Service  organisations,  and  is  proud  to  be 
associated  in  an  honorary  capacity  with  many  of  these,  as  well  as 
with  the  Queen’s  Park  Rangers  Supporters’  Club  and  other  sports 
and  school  clubs.  We  had  a  very  pleasant  Reuniori  Social  for 
election  helpers  in  1946  and  a  dance  at  the  Town  Hall  in  December, 
and  we  hope  to  have  another  dance  there  early  next  year. 

OTHER  POLITICAL  ACTIVITIES.— Men  in  the  Forces  know  my 
husband  as  one  of  their  best  champions  and  were  especially  happy 
when  in  February  of  this  year  he  went  out  to  Egypt  to  defend  10 
lads  charged  with  incitement  to  mutiny  and  managed  to  get  four 
of  them  acquitted  on  the  spot,  and  the  findings  against  the  other  six 
quashed,  so  that  all  of  them  were  freed.  He  is  known  all  over  the 
world  among  working  people,  and  since  the  war  has  been  the 
honoured  guest  of  the  Governments  of  Russia  and  Czechoslovakia. 
He  has  always  defended  our  civil  liberties  too,  and  has  worked  hard 
in  the  campaign  to  strengthen  the  laws  against  the  rise  of  Fascism 
and  anti-Semitism  in  Britain. 

But  I  know,  from  my  own  contact  with  all  of  you,  that  though 
he  is  a  world-famous  figure,  to  you  my  husband  is  your  M.P.,  your 
friend  and  adviser,  who  is  ready  to  help  you  in  any  way  that  he 
can,  and  will  continue  to  do  so.  , 


I  think  it  would  be  hard  for  the  National  Executive  to  keep  up  this 
resistance  if  we  had  in  the  North  Hammersmith  D.L.P.  a  thousand  or 
two  oft  the  electors  who  put  me  back  into  Parliament  in  1945,  all 
insisting  on  my  return.  If  we  had  that,  we  would  break  the  stalemate 
of  a  D.L.P.  which  refuses  all  contact  with  a  Labour  M.P.  supported 
by  six-sevenths  of  the  Labour  voters,  we  would  heal  all  the  local 
quarrels,  and  we  would  give  every  voter  a  fair  chance  of  active  political 
work  in  the  constituency.  We  would  soon  have  one  of  the  best  and 
strongest  D.L.P.'s  in  the  country. 


WHAT  ARE  WE  TO  DO? 

The  deadlock  must  be  broken  somehow.  My  supporters  and  I  for 
two  years  and  more  have  stuck  to  the  view  that,  so  long  as  there  was 
any  chance  of  changing  the  position  by  peaceful  persuasion,  we  ought 
not  to  form  a  separate  Labour  organisation.  How  well  and  quickly  we 
could  form  one  when  we  had  to  was  shown  in  1945,  when  in  a  few 
weeks  we  built  up  from  nothing  one  of  the  best  election  organisations 
in  the  country. 

We  shall  go  on  trying  to  make  the  D.L.P.  alter  its  behaviour,  but 
we  cannot  wait  for  ever,  nor  for  ever  go  on  excluding  from  an  active 
part  in  local  politics  the  good  Labour  people  who  worked  in  that 
election  campaign  and  have  gone  on  working  since  ;  and  we  cannot 
afford  to  face  our  Tory  enemies,  or  the  present  crisis,  or  the  next 
municipal  elections,  or  the  next  General  Election,  without  uniting  all 
our  forces  for  the  battle. 


THE  CHOICE 

So  the  time  may  come  soon  when  we  have  to  make  a  choice.  Either 
the  North  Hammersmith  D.L.P.  must  be  made  more  representative  by 
admitting  hundreds  of  new  members  ;  or,  if  they  still  refuse  to  admit 
those  who  support  me,  we  must  form  a  new  Labour  organisation,  with 
individual  members  paying  subscriptions,  a  Committee,  Ward  groups, 
public  meetings,  political  education,  campaigns  on  all  local  issues, 
and,  if  need  be.  Borough  Council  candidates. 

If  we  do  have  to  build  such  an  organisation,  I  think  it  would  be  so 
strong  that  the  D.L.P.  and  the  National  Executive  would  realise 
that  it  was  the  real  Labour  Party  representing  the  people  of  North 
Hammersmith,  and  they  would  have  to  ask  for  a  reconciliation,  and 
invite  us  into  the  D.L.P.  in  a  body. 


So  I  want  each  of  you  who  reads  this  pamphlet  to  consider  seriously 
the  two  questions  below,  fill  in  your  answers,  and  send  them  to  me  at 
174  Uxbridge  Road,  W.12. 


In  any  event,  I  shall  continue  to  do  my  work  as  your  M.P.,  happy 
and  proud  to  have  your  confidence  in  this  difficult  local  situation, 
and  determined  to  serve  your  interests  so  long  as  you  wish  me  to  do  so. 


October,  1947. 


(1)  Will  you  apply  to  the  North  Hammersmith  Divisional  Labour 

Party,  446  Uxbridge  Road,  W.12,  for  individual  membership  of 
the  Labour  Party  ? . 

(2)  If  you  do  not  become  a  member  of  the  North  Hammersmith 

Divisional  Labour  Party,  will  you  become  an  active  member  of  a 
new  organisation  to  do  the  work  of  Labour  locally,  with  a  view  to 
joining  the  Labour  Party  eventually  ?  . 


Name 


Address 
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MR.  PRITT  is  at  his  offices  at  174  Uxbridge  Road,  W.12,  every 
Friday  evening  from  6  to  8  p.m.  to  advise  constituents. 

Mrs.  Pritt  attends  on  Wednesday  afternoons  from  2.30  to  4  p.m. 

The  office  is  also  open  on  Tuesdays  from  6  to  7  p.m.  and  on  Thursdays 
from  10.30  to  11  a.m. 

Constituents  wishing  to  visit  the  House  of  Commons  should  phone 
Mr.  Pritt’s  secretary  at  CENtral  1084  or  write  to  4  Essex  Court, 
Temple,  E.C.4. 

Constituents  who  want  to  know  more  about 
the  Discussion  Group, 
the  formation  of  a  local  organisation, 
the  dance  in  February, 

public  meetings,  or  any  other  local  activities  or  problems 
should  phone  SHEpherds  Rush  2524,  or  write  to  or  call  at 
174  Uxbridge  Road,  W.12. 
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